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Ariel Machell
Lost, with Super Blood Wolf Moon

The sandwiches were soggy when we got there but we ate them anyway,
crouched as a pack by the sulfurous pools swirling with moss

and dead skin, the heat just cnough to fight the brisk January air,
steam rising like hackles, chasing gooscbumps away even as they formed—

In the pool nearest, a naked man boasted loudly of his three decades
of visits thete, how he knew the easiest trails back to the head,

a local’s guarded secret he might share. We looked at his face when he talked
to avold the pink, coiled animal berween his legs, rising slightly in the water.

His left side sagged like the slow erosion of the valleyed cliffs looming ahead
and behind us, the look of a man that was happy and angry all at once.

He asked us questions as we soaked and we fabricated answers; told us,

“everything has a mouth out here,” and we nodded like we already knew.

When he offered his ditections, we took it with the dumb trust of children,

having stared at the clean honesty of his skin for too long.




 Circe Takes Stock
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my knife sharp, my hand quick with practice,
I stting him up by his muscled hinds.

Machell



